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IHAPOYZXZIAZH IIEPIXTATIKOY

EaipeTika onmavia ekOndlwon kapkivopuatog axo korrapa Merkel
HUE UETAOTACY OTOV OTOUAYO: TTEPLYPAPH TTEPITTWONG
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Noooxopetio ITetpaia «T¢aveiro», ENAada

ITEPIAHYH

To xapxivopa arnd xottapa Merkel (MCC) amotelel omdvio vevpoevOOKPIVIKO veONAAopa Tov O¢puatog
oynArg kakonbfetag. ITapott ol petactdacelg oe AMOPAKPLOPEVA Opyava elvat ovxveg, 1) eVIOMIOn OTo
YAOTPEVTEPIKO OLOTNHA KAl 0lwg OTOV OTOpayo etvatl eSalpetikd onavia. Méxpt orpepa, éxoov meptypaget
AlyOTepeg Ao OKT® MEPUITMOELG YAoTPkng petaotaong MCC otn 6wedvr) BipAtoypagia. I'ovaika 61 etov
npoon\e pe ooPaprn avawpia (Hgb: 4,3 g/dl). Apod petayylobnke pe mapdaywya atpartog, Otevepyr|Onke
YAOTPOOKOIIN O Mov avédele eCepyaoia kapdiag otopayov pe onpeia mpoogatng apoppayiag. H
wotonaboloyikr)  e§étaon mepleAdpPave  pOp@OANOYIKI)  AVAALON KAl AVOOOIOTOXNUIKEG — XPMOELG.
[Tpaypatonou)Onke armelkovioTikog eAeyxog pe agovikr) Koiag Kat 0eppatoloyikr) OLVEKTIpNON pe Broyia
vnowiag deppatikrg PAapPng. H Proyia tov yaotpikod toyyopatog avédeile kapkivopa amo kottapa Merkel.
Zmv aloviky xowlag OSwamotwdnke eopeyedng mapaoptikry pdla oopPary pe Aepgadeviko block. H
deppatoloyixr) e§étaon) evromoe ofwdn PAAPn &Sw empavelag deSlag yaotpokvnpiag, 1) omola agaipédnke Kt
emPePawwbnke otohoyikd wg npatonadng eotia MCC. H aobevrg eppavioe mveopovikn epfoAn) xatd T
voonAeia kat kateAn&e ot v kapdohoyikr) ME®. To MCC aroteAet pia eSatpeTikd emOeTikr) pop@r) deppatikod
Kkapxivov. H yaotpikr) petaotaon etvat eSatpetika onavia Kat propet va mpoxaléoet ooPaprn) atpoppayia too
avetepov nentkov. H Siayveon anattet oynAo deiktn vrmoyiag kat avoooiotoxnpky) empPePaimon. H éyxatpn
avayveplorn etvat Kpiotpn ya v KatdAANAn 0yKOAOY1KI) aVTIHET®IION.

Aé€e1g evpernpiov: xapkivopa amod xottapa Merckel (MCC), petdotaon otov OTORAX0, ALHOPPAYId AVMOTEPOL
MIETIKOD

®d. Ztépoo, K. Mavwlovdaxn, E. Tapmoopatlr, A. Zapagidov, A. Towaka, M. IToAvxpovaxn, M. Kaloyepa, E.
Mrnovppnootédy, I. Zwavvng, N. Zapmitng, A. Mapivng. ESaipetikd ondavia ek0NAmon KapKIvoORATog amd Kortapa
Merkel pe petaotaorn otov otopayo. Emotnpovika Xpovika 2025; 30(2): 359-365
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EIZATQI'H

To xapkivopa amo xottapa Merkel
(Merkel cell carcinoma, MCC) eivat evag
OIAav1og al\a waitepa emOeTKOg
VELPOEVOOKPIVIKOG KAPKIVOG TOL deppatog, pe
MIPOENELOT] aTIO TA PNYAVODIIOdOXIKA KOTTApdA
Merkel g emdeppidag. Xapaxktnpiletat amo
Taxela avamtody), VYNAN TAON Yld TOMKEG
OIIOTPOIIEG KAl TP®UN  AERPOYEVI] KAl
awpatoyevr] Owaonopall,2]. KAwvwka, oovrfowg
eppavifetat ©g avadovvr), okAnpr), epvfpoindng
1] poOalr) o{wdng PAaPr, mov avidavel yprjyopa
oe péyebog katr eviomiletatr Kvpiwg o€
pwtoeKTedelpeveg meploxés, ONmG 1] KEPAAT) Kat

0 TPAXNAOG.

H vooog agopd xvpimg nAKIOpEVOLS
aobeveilg, ovxvotepa avOpeg, HPE  1OTOPLKO
Xpoviag exbeong otnv vreptwdn axtivoPolia
Kai/1] davOOOKATAOTOANG  (HETAPOOXELHEVOL,
HIV Motpwln, xpovia Aep@odmepmAaotikd
voonpata). Znpavtiko polo oy naboyéveor
é&xet 1 Aolpwln amnd tov  Merkel cell
polyomavirus, o omoltog aviyvevetat oe
ONHAVTIKO TTI0000TO T®V OYK®V, XOPIg Op®g va
ednyet IA\P®G TO OLVOAO TV IepurtO®Ooe®V. H
aMnAenidpaon  10yevovg  KAPKLVOYEVEOTS,
avOOOAOYIKIG
enmayopevng  yevetkng PAaPng  Oempettat
KEVIPIKI] Yl TNV avAamtod Tov  OyKo.

dvolettovpytag  kat  UV-

Mwkpooxkomxd, 1o MCC avrket ota «small blue
round cell» veom\aopata xat mapovolalet
XAPAKTNPLOTIKO  AVOCOIOTOXNHIKO  TIPO@PIA
(CK20 pe perinuclear dot-like xpaor), ekppaon
VEDPOEVOOKPIVIK®V OEIKTMV), TIOD EMITPEIIEL TN
dtakpion arnd alAa npatoradr) 1) PETACTATIKA
VEOTINAOPATAa TOL O¢ppatog, Kopiwg 1o

HPETAOTATIKO HIKPOKDTTAPIKO KAPKIVOUA TOL
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nveopovall, 2]. H opOrn xat éykatpn diayveoon
etvat kplowpn, kabwg 1) Proloyikr) oopmeplpopa
Tov OYKOL eival embeTikr) KAt 1 HIPOYV®OI)
oteva ovvOedepévy) pe To OTAdO0 KATA TN

dayvwon.

ITEPITPA®H ITEPIIITQXHX
ITapovoiaon neploTATIKOV

Ivvaixa 61 etov npoonABe oto TEIT pe
ooPapry avawpia (Hgb: 4,3 g/dl). Ewony0n oe
nnafoloyikr] KAWVIKY Kat agov petayylodnke pe
Mapday®yd aipartog, oto NAaiolo dlepedvnong
avaipiag, devepynOnke yaotpooxkonnorn Imov
avedelle eCepyaoia kapdlag otopdayov pe
onpela POOPATIG
wotonnaboloyikr) eétaon tmg ev Aoy® PAApPrg,

awpoppaytag. H

nepteAdpfave  POPQPONOYIKI) avdaloor —Kat

XPWOOELS.
Ilpaypatomou)Onke  emiong  AIEKOVIOTIKOG

AVOOOTOTOXIUKES

g\eyxog pe adovikr| Koiag Kat OeppaToAoOYIK)
ovvekTipnon pe Poyia ovmomrtng OeppaATIKNG
PAaPng omyv o em@dvela g Oedlag
YaoTpoKvnpiag.

H Proyila tov yaotpwkod Toly®patog
avedele kapkivopa amd xottapa Merkel. Znv
afovikn] kxowiag Oamotmbnke eopeyedng
napaoptiky) pala oopfPaty pe Aep@adeviko
block (Ewova 1). H deppatoloyixrn) eétaon
evtomoe olwdn PAAPn e€w emeavelag Oedag
yaotpoxvnuiag, 1n omota a@aipednke Kt
emPefaiwbnke 1otoloyikd ®g mnp@Toradig
eotia MCC (Ewova 2). H aoBevrig epgpavioe
IIVELDPOVIKY] eRPOAI Katd T voonAeia tng Kat
KATOIV TOUTOL, KATEANSe OtV KAPOLOAOYIKY
ME®.
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Ewova 1. CT ave-xdte kothiag pe napovoid evpeyedoug
Hapaoptikn)g padag Aepgadévov oe emagn pe Tov
oTOpayo.
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'CK20 Dot-like K167

Ewova 3. Avoootiotoxnpeia.

Ewova 2: Tlapaokedaopa ektoprg mpotonadoig
veon\aopatikng PAaPng SeSiag yaotpokvnpiag.

H-E: oyéon)
deppatog-oykon

H-E: oyéon)
OYKOD-DIIOO0PIoD

Ewova 4. Mikpooxommon.

IotoAoykr) e§etaon

O oykog Tov otopdayov eéppale tovg
avoooiotoxnpkovg Oeikteg:  ypwpoypavivy,
navkeparivi), oovamtogooivy), CK20 dot-like
kat Ki67 (Ewoveg 3, 4).

XXOAIO
Emdnpioloyika dedopéva

H entrtowon too MCC etvat oopgava pe
mv  Pproypagia ~03-1.6 ava 100.000
atopa/étog, 1 omota Paivel avfavopevn oe
moAAég meproxeg[1, 3, 4]. Agopd oe <1% TtV
Kapkivov  d¢ppatog, ala  mapartnpettat
avinor) g emIT®ong oe NAKI®HEVODG aofeveig
Pe paxpd exbeon) oe vrieplmdn axktivoPoliall,3].

KAMvikn epgaviony

Axpovopto AEIOU: Xprowpomnoteitat yia v

avfnon  mg  dayveoTiKr|g
Asymptomatic (aoopmtopatiko), Expanding

akpiPelag:

rapidly (tayxewg avamtoooopevo), Immune
suppression (avoooxkataotoAr)), Older than 50
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years (ave tov 50 etwv), Ultraviolet-exposed
site (¢exBeon oe vrIEPLOON axTvoPoAia)(3].

H &wayvwon Paocifetat oe 1otoloyikda
ELPIIATA KAl AVOOOTOTOXTHKI] AVAADOT), {1€ TO
MCC va eivar oovrjfwg Oetikd oe CK20 xat
apvnuko oe TTF-1[3,4].

O¢gpaneia

H tomkn deppatikr) vooog mpemet va
avtpetenietal pe ektopr) pe opo 1-2cm xat
EIMUINEOV EMKOLPIKI) aktwvobepareia, kabwg
(pPOLPOL
Avadpopixr| perétn oe 240 aobeveig dev £0eile

Kat Proyia Aepgpadéval4].
OTATIOTIKA ONUAVTIKI] Ola(opd OtV TOIKN
OVIIOTPOMI] OTav TO OpPlO EKTOPNG ITav
1lem(2,8%), 1-2cm(2,9%) & 22cm(5,2%) xat evew
akoAovOet axtvobepanetall,3]. e
petaotatiko MCC mpwtg ypapurg Oepareia
arotedovy ot PD-1/PD-L1 avaoctoAeig onpeimv
e\éyxyov Ttov avooomowtikod  (avelumab,
pembrolizumab),  mapéyovtag avtamoxplon
dwapxetag, évavtt g Ppayelag Orapkelag
avtamnoxkplon oty xnpeobepareia, n omoia
palota dev emodekviel 0@elog emPimong yia
aobevelg otadiov I-III xat ovvenayetat
TodwotTa  kat  avdnuévn  Ovnrotnrtal2,3].
MeAéteg epevvodV oLVOLAOPOVLG YNPElO- KAt
avooofepametag, evdooykikég Oeparteieq xat
OTOYELONG
HOVOIIATI®V, OII®OG TO pyrvinium pamoate[6,7]

IIAPaYOVTEG OANOKANP®V
Kat aotoi mov otoxevoov To Wnt/ECM
povorat3-5]. T'a aobevelg mov dev etvat
KAatdAnAot yua xeypovpyeio AOYy® OLVOOmV
VOOI|PHAT®OV, DIIAPXEL 1) EVAANAKTIKI] OPLOTIKI|G
aktivobeparieiag e TOMKOIEPLOYKO EAEYXO TIG
vooov 75-95%[1]. ‘Ocov agopa oty xprnon
Bodewktwv, Oev éxet avevpebel aliomotog

podeixtng  ywa TV AIOKPon oty
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avooobepameta. Ilapoha avtd 1 vevpwVviKn
evohaon tov opov (NSE) amotedet moA\a
vmooyopevo Prodeiktny pe 98% apvnuki)
MIPOYVOOTIKIY] adla yia TV Ipoodo Tng vooov,
XOPIg avToO Va Onpaivel MG QLOIOAOYIKESG TIHES
elvat ao@alelg yia pn mpoodo tng[3].

IIpoyvwon

To MCC yapaxtnpiCetat amo ovynAr)
Ovnromta. H 5etr)g ovvolwr) emPimon eivat
~48-63%, pe Bvnrotnta ava nepimtworn ~30-
40% xat dvopevéotepn mPOYV®ON Yyl TNV
Amopaxpvopevn) vooo (<14 % Setr)g emfBioon)[3-
7].  Kaxoog

MPOYV®OTIKOOG  IIAPAYOVTEG

arroteAovyV 1 peyalot/eg Babog
Aavartoooopevol Oykot, 11 dubnon emywplov
AeppadévaV 1] 1] HETAOTATIKT] VOOOGS, TO avOP1KO
@OLAO, 1] AVOCOKATACTOAL), TO APVITIKO LOAOYIKO
rpo@il xat n vriapén ProdeKT®V ONIMG 1] LOXLPT)
ékppaon PRAME (Preferentially expressed
Antigen in MElanoma)[8].

Follow up

Zoviotatat IIEVTAETI|G epiodog
napakolovdnong, pe xkAwikn eGétaon kabe 3
HIVEg yia Ta mpoTa 2 €11 Kat Kabe 6 prjveg yla
ta enopeva 3 xpovwa[2]. Emmpoobeta
ovoteivetal amewovion pe PET-CT, n omoia
pIIopet va mpayparonoteitat pia £mg 0o Popig

TO XPOVO 1] OII®OG KPLVETAL KAVIKA OKOIIHO [2].
Metaotartiki vooog

To MCC etvar embetikr) popor)
kakor)felag Tov Oéppatog, orov nepiroov 1o 1/3
twv aobevov Oa mapovowaotelt pe  1dn
DIIAPYOVOEG HETAOTAOELG KATA TV dlayvmon 1)
Oa avamtodet petaotatiky) vooo pe  Setr

emPiowon  14-25%  ywa  AIoOpaxkpLopéveg
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petaotdoelg.  Avtég  agpopovv  ovovibwg oe
Aepgpadevikn) draomopa 1) epgpavifoviat oe dANa
onpeila Tov OEPPATOG, OTOLG MVEDHOVES, OTO
NIIap, OTA O0Td, OTOVG eVOOKPVElS adéveg Kat
eyképalo[5].

VEKPOTOP®V £XOLV arodeilel MG HETAOTAOT

onavia  otov Aedopéva
OTOV OTOpaxo eivat eCalpeTikd OMAViad — HE
nocooto ~0.2-0.7% ToV OLHIAYOV OYK®V,
ooprep\apBavopevoo too MCC[9].

SYMIIEPAXMATA

To xapxiveopa xottapeov Merkel, av xat
Mapapével onavio, avayvepifetat olo xat
MEPLO0OTEPO KAl KATAVOELTAL KANDTEPA TOOO OF
Bodoyikd Oco xat oe KAwviko eminmedo. H
OLVEIIG TAVTOIOINOT] THV POPLAKOV DIIOTOIMV
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Oetkwv kat apvnukev ywa MCPyV éxet
PeAtiwoet TV Katavonor pag ywa Iy
OYKOYEVEODI), eV® 1] AIOKPlon Olapkeiag otnv
avactoAr]  eAéyxov  avooomoinong  éxet
OepeAtakd petaoxnpartioet 1 Oaxeiplon g
petaotatikn)g vooov. Ta obvyypova otoiyeia
vriootpioov pla OAOKANPOHEVT] IPOCEYYOL),
oo TtoviCet TV éykaipn Owdyvwor, TV
otadlonoinor), TV moAvnapayovtikr) Oepamneia
e oKomo ) Oeparieia tng TOMKIG VOOOL KAt Tig
oTpatnywkég avooobepareiag ®¢ MIPAOTNG
eKAOYN|g ylia TV mpoxwpnpévy vooo. Ta ev
eCelifer KA\wvika Oedopéva mov  diepevvoovv
oLVOLAOTIKEG IMPOOEYYloElg KAl 1] avAartodn
MIPOYVOOTIK®V Prodektmv, Oivoov eAmida yia
IEPAttep® PeAtioon T®V dAroteAeopdIdv o

avTy TV 10TOPIKA SLOPEVT] VOOO.
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CASE REPORT

Exceptionally rare presentation of Merkel cell carcinoma with
metastasis to the stomach: a case report

F. Stefou!, K. Manoloudaki?, E. Tambouratzi3, A. Zarafidou!, A. Tsiakal!, M. Polychronaki!, M.
Kalogeral, E. Bourboutelil, I. Siannis!, N. Zampitis!, A. Marinis!

1 Third Surgical Department, 2 Department of Pathology, and ® Dermatology Unit, General Hospital “Tzaneio”,
Piraeus, Greece

ABSTRACT

Merkel cell carcinoma (MCC) is a rare, highly aggressive cutaneous neuroendocrine malignancy with a marked
propensity for regional and distant spread. Although metastases to distant organs are relatively common in
advanced disease, involvement of the gastrointestinal tract, and particularly the stomach, is exceptionally
uncommon. Fewer than eight cases of gastric metastasis from MCC have been documented to date in the
international literature. A 61-year-old woman presented with severe anemia (hemoglobin 4.3 g/dl). Following
resuscitation and transfusion with blood products, upper gastrointestinal endoscopy demonstrated a mass at
the gastric cardia with stigmata of recent bleeding. Histopathological evaluation of the gastric biopsies included
detailed morphological assessment and a comprehensive panel of immunohistochemical stains. Cross-sectional
imaging with contrast-enhanced abdominal computed tomography and dermatologic consultation with biopsy
of a clinically suspicious cutaneous lesion were subsequently performed. Biopsy of the gastric wall confirmed
metastatic Merkel cell carcinoma. The abdominal computed tomography scan revealed a large para-aortic mass
consistent with confluent metastatic lymphadenopathy. Dermatologic examination identified a nodular lesion
on the lateral aspect of the right calf, which was excised and histologically verified as the primary MCC site.
During hospitalization, the patient developed pulmonary embolism and ultimately died in the cardiology
intensive care unit. Merkel cell carcinoma is an exceptionally aggressive form of skin cancer and may present
with life-threatening upper gastrointestinal hemorrhage when gastric metastasis occurs. Diagnosis requires a
high index of clinical suspicion and immunohistochemical confirmation to distinguish MCC from other small
round blue cell tumors. Early recognition of metastatic involvement is crucial for timely and appropriate
oncologic management.

Keywords: Merkel cell carcinoma (MCC), gastric metastasis, upper gastrointestinal bleeding
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